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BCAFN 17th ANNUAL SPECIAL CHIEFS MEETING  Resolution 11/2021 
March 3 & 4, 2021 
Online via Zoom 
 
SUBJECT:   ADVANCEMENT OF FIRST NATIONS RIGHTS, VALUES AND PRINCIPLES IN CHANGES TO 

FOREST LEGISLATION, POLICIES AND REGULATIONS 
 
MOVED BY: CHIEF LEE SPAHAN, COLDWATER INDIAN BAND 
 
SECONDED BY: LENNARD JOE, PROXY, SHACKAN INDIAN BAND 
 
DECISION: CARRIED 
 

ABSTENTIONS:  KUKPI7 WAYNE CHRISTIAN, SPLATSIN 
      

KUKPI7 RON IGNACE, SKEETCHESTN 
 
 
WHEREAS:  
 
A.  In 2018 the Province committed to developing a BC First Nations Forest Strategy (Forest 

Strategy) in collaboration with First Nations to advance reconciliation, modernize the 
government-to-government relationship, and support the implementation of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UN Declaration); which requires that 
Indigenous peoples are involved in developing changes to forest legislation policies and 
regulations that affect their rights;  

 
B.  A draft Forest Strategy and Implementation Plan (2019) was developed collaboratively with the 

Province to support the implementation of the UN Declaration, informed by direct feedback 
received from First Nations for over a decade; 

 



 
Certified copy of a resolution adopted on the 4th day of March 2021 
 

 
Terry Teegee, BC Regional Chief 
 

C.  the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which the government of 
Canada has adopted without qualification, and has, alongside the government of BC, committed 
to implement, affirms: 

Article 19: States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples 
concerned …[].. in order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent before 
adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them. 
Article 26(1): Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources 
which they have traditionally owned, occupied, or otherwise used or acquired, 2) have a 
right to own, use, develop and control lands, territories…[and]…; 
Article 32(1): Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and 
strategies for the development or use of the lands or territories and other resources;  

 
D.  The Forest Strategy and the Implementation Plan provides a framework based on 6 Goals and 

concrete actions, that link directly to articles of the UNDRIP that should be used to guide and 
inform changes to forest policy, legislation, and regulations to support shared decision-making, 
collaborative stewardship, and increase First Nations’ governance and jurisdiction; 

 
E.  BCAFN Resolution 26/2019 the BC AFN Chiefs-in-Assembly fully supported the draft Forest 

Strategy and Implementation Plan (2019) that affirms joint decision-making, and an increased 
role of First Nations in the governance and stewardship of forest lands and resources; and 
directed the BC First Nations Forestry Council to report on its progress and implementation; 

 
F.  the Province has been informed that the Forest Strategy has been fully endorsed by the First 

Nations Leadership Council, the BCAFN, UBCIC and FNS through resolutions passed in 2019, 
however the Province has not endorsed or committed to the implementation of the Forest 
Strategy;  

 
G.  The Forestry Council has technical expertise to lead key areas of work to advance the 

implementation of the Forest Strategy through ongoing communications and engagement with 
First Nations’ leadership and communities to gather input and inform changes to forest 
legislation, policies and regulations to reflect Indigenous rights, values and principles;  

 
H.  Concrete Action 4 “Legislation, Policy and Practice Review and Reform” of the Commitment 

Document identifies forestry as an initial subject matter where substantive work is underway, 
and which can create space for reconciliation and achieving progress. Specifically, the forestry 
work identified is to “Consider statutes and policy in the forestry sector, taking into account 
work underway by the Forestry Council and BC and direction that has been provided by First 
Nations leadership, and evaluate options for reform”; 

 
 I. the Province continues to propose and pass changes to forest legislation, polices and regulations 

that are focused on provincial objectives and do not reflect Indigenous rights, values and 
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principles outlined in the Forest Strategy, or input the Forestry Council has received from 
Nations through direct communications and outreach. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1.  the BCAFN Chiefs-in-Assembly call on the Province of BC to fully endorse the BC First Nations 

Forest Strategy and commit to the development of a joint BC-First Nations Forestry Council 
workplan that supports the timely implementation of the Forest Strategy, which will, in part, 
inform and support the work under Concrete Action 4 of the Commitment Document regarding 
forestry legislation, policy review and reform;  

 
2.  the BCAFN Chiefs-in-Assembly fully supports the role of the Forestry Council to lead key areas of 

work to advance the implementation of the Forest Strategy through ongoing communications 
and outreach with First Nations to ensure that provincial forest policy and legislation and 
regulations are informed by, and developed in collaboration with, BC First Nations; and 

 
3.  the BCAFN Chiefs-in-Assembly call on the Province to work collaboratively with the BC First 

Nations Forestry Council, which includes the provision of resources required for the Forestry 
Council to carry out its role as a technical council to support the First Nations Leadership 
Council, First Nations Leadership and First Nations communities.  


