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BRITISH COLUMBIA ASSEMBLY OF FIRST NATIONS 
1004 Landooz Road 

Prince George, BC V2K 5S3 
Website:  www.bcafn.ca 

  
 

 
BCAFN SPECIAL CHIEFS ASSEMBLY  Resolution 14/2020 
Vancouver Island Conference Centre, 101 Gordon St., Nanaimo, BC       
March 4 & 5, 2020 
 

SUBJECT: CALL FOR NOMINATIONS OF TECHNICAL ADVISORS TO THE TRIPARTITE FIRST NATIONS 
CHILDREN & FAMILIES WORKING GROUP 

MOVED BY:  
 
CHIEF WILLIE BLACKWATER, GITSEGUKLA 

SECONDED BY: 
 
CHIEF ALEC MCKINNON, NAK’AZDLI WHUT’EN 

DECISION: CARRIED 

 
WHEREAS:  
 
A. The BCAFN represents all BC First Nations, including nations served by a delegated agency and nations 

receiving services from the Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD); 
 

B. The Directors Forum advocates for the 24 Delegated Aboriginal Agencies (DAAs) in British Columbia 
providing child welfare and family support services to over 120 of the 200+ First Nations in British 
Columbia;  
 

C. Under the Provincial Child, Family and Community Services Act, some First Nations chose to receive 
services from their own agencies, rather than from the Ministry of Children and Family Development, 
and mandated DAAs through Band Council Resolutions to provide culturally based child and family 
services; 
 

D. The Directors Forum fully recognizes that the delegated model was always intended as an interim 
measure while First Nations reclaim jurisdiction over their children and families; 
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E. Splastin has occupied jurisdiction for their children and families since 1980 in the absence of other First 
Nations occupying jurisdiction over their children and families, the Directors Forum has:  
 

• Successfully advocated for the recognition of Indigenous cultural practices in key sections of the 
BC Child, Family and Community Service Act;  

• Developed and implemented the Aboriginal Operational and Practice Standards and Indicators 
to reflect strength based Indigenous practices and hold Delegated Aboriginal Agencies to a 
higher standard than expected by MCFD’s Practice Standards;  

• Led the development of the Aboriginal Practice and Policy Framework to guide anyone within 
government working with Indigenous children and families in viewing their work through an 
Indigenous lens;  

• Built collaborative relationships with MCFD and Indigenous Services Canada to ensure that the 
best interests of Indigenous children are considered in government policy, legislation and 
funding decisions;  

• Advocated for systemic change—including changes to legislation, funding policies and practice—
to improve outcomes for Indigenous children and families;  

• Developed, with the BC Regions, the Enhanced Prevention Framework to provide a “made in 
BC” prevention funding approach to benefit all nations in BC;  

• Provided evidence and support to the AFN and the First Nations Child and Family Caring 
Society’s successful human rights complaint against Canada;  

• Worked with BC’s Representative of Children and Youth to ensure the safety of Indigenous 
children and youth; 

• Established the Caring for First Nations Children Society, now known as Indigenous Perspectives 
Society, to provide Aboriginal Social Work training to Delegated Aboriginal Agency staff 
delivering child and family safety and well-being services. 

 
F. The Directors Forum embraces the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, especially 

Article 3 which affirms that “Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination”;   
  

G. The Directors Forum fully supports First Nations’ aspirations to assume jurisdiction over child and family 
well-being, has worked with the National Advisory Committee on First Nations Child and Family Services 
Reform to further those aspirations, and recognizes that Delegated Aboriginal Agencies will undergo 
significant change as First Nations assume jurisdiction; 
 

H. The Directors Forum recognizes this historic period of transformation for Indigenous child and family 
services with the coming into force of An Act respecting First Nations, Inuit and Métis children, youth 
and families; and 
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I. The research warns that children are at risk of falling through the cracks during this period of system 
transformation and that significant changes to child serving systems in Canada have previously led to 
increases in reported child deaths.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1. The BCAFN Chiefs-in-Assembly recognize that we all need to work together to ensure that the wellbeing 

of our children is the paramount consideration during this period of transformation; 
  

2. The BCAFN Chiefs-in-Assembly recognize the significant role and decades of experience of Delegated 
Aboriginal Authorities (DAAs) and others including Matriarchs in supporting First Nations children and 
families in British Columbia, and deeply understand the changes needed within that field;  
 

3. The BCAFN Chiefs-in-Assembly recognize that DAA Directors and their staff have been occupying the 
front lines of child and family services for over 30 years; and 
 

4. The BCAFN Chiefs-in-Assembly call upon Chiefs to nominate technicians for inclusion in the BC Tripartite 
First Nations Children and Families Working Group technical subcommittees to utilize the knowledge 
and expertise within our Nations and ensure the wellbeing of children and families during this period of 
transformation. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


