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AFN Territorial Acknowledgement
Unceded Algonquin territory, 

Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg First Nation
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Purpose of the Roundtable Sessions
•Update om 2020/21 Engagement 

Strategy and Process
•Ensure clear understanding of key 

water and wastewater issues in each 
region.

•Frame discussions for AFN 
Engagement Sessions in the new year
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AFN Water Engagement Strategy for 
2020/21

•The purpose of the 2020/21 
engagements is to obtain feedback and 
input on two key pieces:
– Next steps in the repeal and replacement of 

the Safe Drinking Water for First Nations Act 
(SDWFNA)

– A vision for a Long-Term Water & 
Wastewater Strategy (LTS) 
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First Nations Safe Drinking Water 
Legislation
• 2019 Engagement Sessions key topics: 

– rights and responsibilities;
– water governance; 
– transboundary issues; 
– financing; and 
– standards for the provision of water and sanitation.
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First Nations Safe Drinking Water 
Legislation
• 2021 Engagement Sessions à focus on 

expanding on previous topics, more in-depth 
understanding of the legal implications.

• Videos and other communication tools to help 
with the understanding of these topics. 

• Influence the work of the Joint Working Group 
with information from the Engagement Sessions.
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Long-Term Water and Wastewater 
Strategy
• Engagements building on topics discussed at 

the 2019 sessions.
• Building on the work in the Preliminary Report 

on a First Nations Long-Term Water and 
Wastewater Strategy Post-2021
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Long-Term Water and Wastewater 
Strategy
• We are looking for your insight on the clear direction 

from 2019, that said any Strategy needed to:
– be First Nations developed and led 
– be context-specific, culturally relevant, as well as 

useful at the local, regional and national level
– include tangible ‘up-front’ resources and funding 

commitments to close the gap for First Nations water 
and wastewater infrastructure
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Any Strategy needs to recognize 
current and emerging issues: 
• Ending Long-Term DWAs on First Nations
• Canada Water Agency
• ISC O&M W/WW Funding Allocations
• Class Action Litigation on DWAs on FNs
• Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulation 

Amendments
• Early COVID-19 Detection in First Nations 

Communities through Wastewater Testing
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Today’s Discussion
• What are the key issues in your region?
• How can a Strategy be developed in your 

region? How do you want to be engaged in 
the new year?

• How important is a Strategy to you? 
• How important is the engagement on the 

legislation to you?
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