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REGIONAL CHIEF TERRY TEEGEE COMMENTS ON FEDERAL FALL ECONOMIC STATEMENT 
 

(Lheidli T’enneh Territory, Prince George, BC – December 3, 2020) – On November 30th, 2020 the Canadian 
government released its Fall Economic Statement. The statement reflects various components of economic 
wellbeing, including issues relevant to First Nations in BC. The Fall Economic Statement includes supports for 
various components of Canadian society that affect the economy, including justice, childcare, infrastructure and 
more.  
 
“I’m very pleased to see that the federal government has including provisions for the opioid crisis, homelessness 
and Indigenous infrastructure,” stated Regional Chief Terry Teegee. Teegee continued, “Increased funding for 
universal broadband will advance the opportunity for First Nations to access online markets and tele-health, 
while childcare supports will empower Indigenous women and support cultural continuity. Heightened funding 
for the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-Spirit People is a huge step towards reducing 
violence against our women, girls and gender diverse people. The Fall Economic Statement still leaves much to 
be desired on the part of Indigenous business development; however, this is a good start as we look towards a 
more equitable economy in Canada. I invite and implore Canada to engage with First Nations for a truly inclusive 
recovery strategy that includes inherent rights and implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.” 
 
The Fall Economic Statement does not include significant funding for First Nations economic development, 
despite being the largest untapped labour force in the country, the fastest growing population and the 
population with the highest levels of poverty. Despite this, the commitments to various issues that affect First 
Nations in the country demonstrates the possibility for more meaningful engagement with First Nations with the 
end goal of economic reconciliation. An allocation for First Nations economic development would be a 
universally beneficial investment for the country and First Nations expect to see further engagement with the 
federal government to this end.  
 
BCAFN will continue to advocate for the heightened economic needs of First Nations in BC during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Last week the BCAFN released a report titled: Centering First Nations Concepts of Wellbeing – Toward 
a GDP-Alternative Index in BC.  It forms part of a broader First Nations economic development strategy being led 
by the BCAFN, which includes advocating for industry and government to take advantage of the break in the 
status-quo to garner mutually beneficial partnerships with First Nations and to expedite economic reconciliation 
in the province and the country.   
 
BCAFN Report: Centering First Nations Concepts of Wellbeing – Toward a GDP-Alternative Index in BC. 
November 2020.  https://www.bcafn.ca/sites/default/files/docs/reports-
presentations/BC%20AFN%20FINAL%20PRINT%202020-11-23.pdf  
 
Federal Fall Economic Statement:  
https://www.budget.gc.ca/fes-eea/2020/report-rapport/toc-tdm-en.html  
 
For further information, contact:  
Annette Schroeter, Communications Officer. Phone: (778) 981-1655. 
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