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Overview of changes
Effective April 1, 2019, the BC government has increased the basic family care (maintenance) rate for children and youth that are cared for by a family based caregiver.  This includes:
· all foster caregivers who look after children in the care of MCFD or a Delegated Aboriginal Agency,
· all caregivers supported under the Extended Family Program, 
· all caregivers in receipt of support related to interim/temporary custody or a permanent transfer of custody, and 
· all caregivers in receipt of Post-Adoption Assistance. 
These increases are intended to help cover the cost of necessities like food, clothing and housing.

The Extended Family Program maintenance rates were increased to match those of foster caregivers. This was in response to Grand Chief Ed John’s report (2016) which recommended that MCFD harmonize financial assistance for families in order to promote permanency opportunities for Indigenous children. 

	Care Type 
	Child’s Age
	Previous Rate 
	New Rate 
	Increase 

	Extended Family Program or Kinship Care  
	0-11
	$554.27 
	$982.90 
	$428.63 

	
	12-18
	$625.00 
	$1,089.04 
	$464.04 

	Foster Care, Interim/Temporary Custody, Permanent Transfer of Custody (section 54.1 or 54.01)  
	0-11
	$803.81 
	$982.90 
	$179.09 

	
	12-18
	$909.95 
	$1,089.04 
	$179.09 

	Post Adoption Assistance 
	0-11
	$701.55 
	$806.78 
	$105.23 

	
	12-18
	$805.68 
	$926.53 
	$120.85 



Why is the basic family care rate changing?
The maintenance rate has not changed since 2009 and no longer represents the actual costs of providing care for children/youth. Caregivers receive the maintenance rate to cover the day-to-day costs of caring for children and youth in care. 

Family caregivers and adoptive parents fulfil a vital role in our province by providing nurturing and stable environments for vulnerable children and youth during a difficult time. It is vital that the Ministry continue to support these caregivers to ensure the well-being of children and youth in their care. 

Indigenous Services Canada support for new caregiver rates
Canada acknowledges the important work that foster caregivers and extended family do, and is supportive of the Province’s increased rates. Canada will match the new rates for all the applicable care types.
