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Named in memory of Jordan River Anderson from Norway House Cree Nation in Manitoba, Jordan’s Principle ensures that all First Nations children can access the products, services and supports they need, when they need them. 

The focus of Jordan’s Principle is to help the families and caregivers of First Nations children navigate a complex health, social and educational system with often highly complex divisions of jurisdictional roles and responsibilities. Jordan’s Principle:
· Applies to all First Nations children, whether resident on or off reserve
· Applies to all publically funded services to ensure substantive equality, culturally appropriate services and that the best interest of First Nations children are considered with each request

For more information about Jordan’s Principle please visit Canada.ca/jordans-principle

Supporting First Nations Children

Across Canada, between July 2016 and February 2019, more than 216,000 requests were approved including speech therapy, educational supports, medical equipment, mental health services, and more.

In BC, between April 1, 2018 and February 28, 2019, more than 2,600 requests totalling approximately $27 million were approved.

Transition of Adjudication from First Nations Health Authority to Indigenous Services Canada BC Region

As the legal obligation for Jordan's Principle rests with Canada, Canada and the First Nations Health Authority (FNHA) mutually agreed to transition the evaluation and determination of all Jordan's Principle requests to Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) BC Region on February 15, 2019.

There has been no change in navigation pathways, as the FNHA continue to maintain a service coordination function through the FNHA Child and Youth Systems Navigators, who work with families and caregivers of First Nations children to access services and supports in a timely manner. 

Families and caregivers of First Nation children can still be served by contacting the ISC BC Regional Office directly (778-951-0716 or aadnc.bc-jp.aandc@canada.ca ) or FNHA, who will work together in the background to make sure that requests are processed within identified Canadian Human Rights Tribunal timelines. They can also call the Jordan’s Principle toll-free phone line at 1-855-572-4453 (open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week).


Post-March 2019

Jordan’s Principle is an ongoing legal obligation to support First Nations children, which Canada will continue to uphold. Canada remains committed to the full implementation of Jordan’s Principle in compliance with all of the Orders of the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (CHRT).

Indigenous Services Canada has been working to co-develop options for the long-term implementation of Jordan’s Principle with First Nations, through the Jordan’s Principle Action Table. 

Budget 2019

To help First Nations children access the products, services and supports they need, Budget 2019 proposes an investment of $1.2 billion over three years to continue to help First Nations children obtain important services to address unmet needs. These include speech therapy, educational supports, medical equipment, and mental health services. 
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