
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

BRIEFING NOTE 
 
TO:  First Nations in BC  
FROM:  BCAFN 
DATE:  July 10, 2019  
RE: The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) Special Report: Global Warming of 1.5oC 
 
 
PURPOSE: 

To summarize the key points of the IPCC report issued in October 2018 and provide follow-up 

recommendations. 

DISCUSSION/BACKGROUND: 

Climate change represents an urgent and potentially irreversible threat to human societies and 

the planet. In recognition of this, the overwhelming majority of countries around the world 

adopted the Paris Agreement in December 2015, the central aim of which includes pursuing 

efforts to limit global temperature rise to 1.5°C. In doing so, these countries, through the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), also invited the IPCC to provide a 

Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and related 

global greenhouse gas emissions. The IPCC special Report, Global Warming of 1.5oC was 

published in October 2018. 

The IPCC is the UN body for assessing the science related to climate change. IPCC assessments 

provide governments, at all levels, with scientific information that they can use to develop 

climate policies. IPCC assessments are a key input into the international negotiations to tackle 

climate change.  

In the IPCC report, one of the key messages that came out very strongly is that we already see 

the consequences of 1°C of global warming through more extreme weather, rising sea levels and 

diminishing Arctic sea ice, among other changes. The good news is that some of the actions 

needed to limit global warming to 1.5°C are already underway around the world, but they need 

to accelerate. 

The report finds that limiting global warming to 1.5°C requires “rapid and far-reaching” 

transitions in land, energy, industry, buildings, transport, and cities. Global net human-caused 
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emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) would need to fall by 45 percent from 2010 levels by 2030, 

reaching ‘net zero’ around 2050.  

Strengthening the capacities for climate action of governments, civil society, the private sector, 

Indigenous peoples and local communities is also essential to support the implementation of 

ambitious actions implied by limiting global warming to 1.5oC.  

The report also concludes that some populations have a disproportionately higher risk of adverse 

consequences, including Indigenous peoples and local communities dependent on agricultural or 

coastal livelihoods. Regions at disproportionately higher risk include Arctic ecosystems, dryland 

regions, small island developing states, and less developed countries. Poverty is expected to 

increase in some populations as global warming increases. 

Preparation for the coming changes through adaptation actions is essential. The report mentions 

that a wide range of adaptation options are available to reduce the risks, including Indigenous 

knowledge. 

This report provides policymakers and practitioners with information to support decisions that 

tackle climate change while considering local context and peoples’ needs. The next few years are 

probably the most important in our history and the choices we make today are critical in ensuring 

a safe and sustainable world for everyone, both now and in the future. 

ANALYSIS: 

The report evaluates, both quantitatively and qualitatively, how much the risks increase as global 

temperature rises.  

A short summary of climate change impact statements in the report: 

• We’re already at 1oC warming and seeing some significant impacts;  

• 1.5oC is going to have more severe effects; 

• 2oC has worse effects, and we probably don't want to test what happens above 2oC  

• Our current momentum appears to have us on a trajectory for about 3oC or more. 

While it is vital to understand the risks with different levels of warming, an equally urgent 

question is whether and how the planet can get onto an emissions reduction trajectory that 

would keep on a 2oC or, if at all possible, a 1.5oC path. 

In this sense, the report states that the scale of the required low-carbon transition is 

unprecedented globally. That means all people, sectors, industries and nations must take 

immediate and ambitious action. 

Indigenous communities must be part of the solutions at all levels: within our own communities, 

and through planning, policy and legislative initiatives at the provincial and federal levels. The 

activities need to include both mitigation (reducing emissions) and adaptation (preparing for the 

impacts of climate change). Wherever possible, Indigenous communities should be aiming for 

the 45% reduction target identified by the IPCC. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) clearly outlines that warming beyond 

1.5oC will result in a dire set of consequences and only a global transformation, beginning now, 

will avoid it. 

Within this context, urgent and transformative action is needed throughout the world to keep 

global warning below 1.5oC and to mitigate severe climate change. In response to this climate 

emergency: 

• The BCAFN, FNLC and First Nations should call for urgent climate action across all levels of 

government to respond to the IPCC report. Every ministry and department, in partnership 

with First Nation communities, should plan and prioritize with climate change adaptation 

and mitigation at the forefront of their deliberations and the foundation of every new 

policy moving forward. 

• The BCAFN, FNLC and First Nation should continue with the Assembly of First Nations to 

advocate for the full, respectful and meaningful participation of Indigenous people 

nationally and internationally on climate change action. 

This is an opportunity for true partnership and reconciliation. Indigenous peoples bear the 

disproportionate brunt of climate change while having contributed relatively little to the problem. 

Now is the time to assert our rightful place at the table internationally, and the opportunity to 

offer Indigenous-led solutions and commitment to meet this challenge in true partnership with 

non-Indigenous peoples worldwide.  

NEXT STEPS  

1. Continue liaising and coordinating with AFN sectors and committees working on climate 

change (the Advisory Committee on Climate Action and the Environment [ACE], the Joint 

Committee on Climate Action [JCCA] and the Network of Regional Climate Change 

Coordinators) to monitor the federal government’s response to the IPCC report. 

2. Seek the support of BCAFN Chiefs and communities to develop a First Nation Climate 

Change Strategy to guide adaptation and mitigation actions. 

3. Continue to listen to BCAFN communities and advocate on their behalf with the AFN to 

take our concerns to international climate change meetings. 

 

 

 
For more information visit www.bcafn.ca 

 
 


