
 

  
 
 
 
 

BRIEFING NOTE 
 
TO : First Nations in BC 
FROM : BCAFN  
DATE : July 10, 2019  

RE : Canada’s Changing Climate Report (CCCR)  
 

PURPOSE: 

To summarize Canada’s Changing Climate Report (“CCCR”) and provide follow-up recommendations. 

DISCUSSION/BACKGROUND 

On April 1st, 2019, Environment and Climate Change Canada released Canada's Changing Climate 
Report (CCCR) that assesses how Canada’s climate has changed between 1948 and 2016, why, and 
what changes are projected for the future. The report was prepared by 43 different government 
scientists and academic contributors. 

The CCCR provides a physical science foundation for other national assessment reports to be released 
in the coming years as part of a series called, “Canada in a Changing Climate: Advancing our knowledge 
for Action”. The series will assess knowledge on climate change impacts and progress in adaptation 
across regions and sectors in Canada. Future reports will include one called Indigenous Resilience.  

The CCCR confirms that Canada’s climate has warmed and will warm further in the future, driven by 
human emissions of greenhouse gases. The annual average temperature in Canada has increased by 
1.7⁰C between 1948 and 2016, about double the magnitude of global warming, while the average 
winter temperature has increased by 3.3⁰C. 

The report also shows that warming has not been uniform across Canada, with the highest degree of 
warming occurring in northern Canada, including northern BC, by 2.3o C between 1948 and 2016, about 
three times the average global warming as calculated by the Inter-governmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC).  

Some of the report findings include: 

• There is an increased risk of extreme temperatures and heat waves, and these will contribute 
to more drought and wildfires 

• A warmer climate brings more precipitation on average. It means more rain during the winter, 
less in the summer and higher risk of local flooding. 

• Sea levels are rising and will threaten our coastlines 
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• Canada is losing its snow and ice, including glaciers, and this will lead to a higher risk of water 
supply shortages due to smaller snowpacks and reduced summer flows 

• Oceans and marine ecosystems are threatened due to rising water temperatures and 
acidification 

All these changes are challenging our sense of what a “normal” climate is. The effects are already 
evident and are projected to intensify in the near future.  

The CCCR is a dire warning to Canada that we face a very uncertain and scary future, and that only 
sharp reductions in GHG emissions in the near future, and reaching zero carbon pollution by mid-
century, will prevent extreme levels of warming and related catastrophic impacts. The CCCR also 
presents a stark picture of the levels of warming that Canada is already experiencing. 

 
ANALYSIS 

Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions is the key to reduce the magnitude of climate change 

The report states that global warming is now unavoidable due to the greenhouse gases that are already 
in the atmosphere, and that beyond the next few decades, the largest uncertainty about the magnitude 
of future climate change is rooted in human behaviour. In other words, the degree of future global 
warming will be determined by whether the world will follow a path of a low, medium, or high 
emissions. 
 
The rate and magnitude of climate change under projected high versus low emission scenarios are 
shown in the figures below. The two scenarios create two very different futures for Canada. Scenarios 
with limited warming (Figure RCP2.6) will only occur if Canada and the rest of the world reduce carbon 
emissions to near zero early in the second half of the century and reduce emissions of other 
greenhouse gases substantially.  
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Aside from implementing the carbon tax, it is not clear how the Federal Government will reconcile the 
findings of the CCCR with Canada’s current economic and climate change strategies. Despite signing 
the Paris Acord, there is international criticism that Canada is not on a tangible path to meet their own 
targets or tackle the warning issued by the CCCR, especially if the government promotes the 
development of high-carbon economic activities that increase emissions.  

There is further uncertainty because the Federal Government’s approach to climate change may be 
drastically altered with a new government elected in October 2019. 

The CCCR almost completely ignores Indigenous peoples. There are only two references in the entire 
444-page report, one which suggests that Indigenous knowledge will be incorporated into future 
reports (p. 16). This is a serious deficiency in the CCCR that reflects a complete lack of participation by 
Indigenous representatives in the preparation of the report. 

The continuing absence of Indigenous engagement combined with the lack of analysis of climate 
impacts on Indigenous communities produces legislation, policies, and plans that are failing to address 
climate change for Indigenous peoples effectively and justly.  

The dire predictions of the CCCR and the fact that Indigenous peoples are highly dependent on healthy 
lands and waters pose a significant risk to indigenous livelihoods. Therefore, now more than ever, 
governments must engage Indigenous peoples as full partners in any action related to climate change.   

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. BCAFN and AFN should raise concerns with the Government of Canada that Indigenous peoples 
and the respectful incorporation of Indigenous knowledge are completely absent from the 
CCCR, and advocate to correct this deficiency through the co-development of future reports. 

2. BCAFN should include the reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in BC First Nation 
communities as a priority in our strategies. 

3. Regional Chief Terry Teegee continues to advocate publicly on the issue of climate change and 
reference the CCCR when appropriate. 

4. Chiefs and leaders should consider sharing the findings of the CCCR with their members.  Some 
key points for consideration include: 

a. The report confirms that Canada’s climate has warmed and will warm further in the 
future, driven by human emissions of GHG. Canada has warmed about double the 
magnitude of the average warming across the globe, and northern Canada has warmed 
about three times global warning. 

b. The effects of widespread warming are evident, and they are going to intensify in the 
future. First Nations are the most vulnerable and are not currently prepared to face 
these effects. 

c. We can expect more flooding, more wildfires, reduced access to fresh water, and 
threatened coastal communities, ocean environments and food security. 

d. The report leaves a clear message: Global emissions of carbon dioxide from human 
activity will largely determine how much warming Canada and the world will 
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experience in the future. It is essential to reduce GHG emissions, and we need to work 
together towards this challenge, including First Nations communities. 

5. The CCCR states warming is effectively irreversible, the need for adaptation in very clear. 
Therefore, the development of a First Nations Climate Change Strategy to identify action to 
reduce vulnerability, build capacity and resilience in communities, and to identify actions to 
lower greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, is imperative and urgent. 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. To engage the AFN to discuss how best to raise concerns with the Government of Canada that 
Indigenous peoples and knowledge are completely absent from the CCCR and to ensure that 
there is meaningful participation in future federal reports, especially the Indigenous Resilience 
report. 

2. The findings outlined by the CCCR are shared with BC First Nations and inform future 
strategies. 

 

 

 

For more information visit www.bcafn.ca 
 

 


