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FORWARD

This document shall be known as the Taku River Tlingit First Nation (TRTFN)
Constitution Act, 1993, and is the result of a consultation process with the TRTFN clan members
which began in 1984. At that time the TRTFN Elders indicated the need to develop a fully
functional constitution. From 1991 to 1993, workshops, specific to constitutional development,
were offered and conducted in both Atlin, BC and Whitehorse, YK.

On January 30, 1991, during the first workshop, in Atlin, BC, the participating members
decided it was necessary to move from the foreign Chief & Council system of government and
adopted "in principle" the Teslin Tlingit Council Constitution which is based on the Tlingit Clan
System of government. Following this, on June 6, 1991, during general meeting in Atlin, BC,
the TRTFN clan members decided to formally revert to the Tlingit Clan System of government.

Most recently, a core of approximately thirty TRTFN clan members from Atlin, BC and
Whitehorse, YK participated in the constitutional development process. The workshops began in
January of 1991 and concluded in March of 1993 and served as the foundation for this TRTFN
Constitution Act, 1993.
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PART I - DEFINITIONS

1. DEFINITIONS applicable to the TRTFN Constitution Act, 1993.

1 . 1 . "lands" includes all land, water, glaciers, sea, air, and renewable and non-
renewable resources within TRTFN traditional territory.

1.2. "renewable and non-renewable resources" include all animals, plants, minerals
and other types of resources which can be used by the Tlingit people and are
found in or on the land.

1.3. "Governing Bodies" *are those persons and entities which have been appointed
to hold the powers and responsibilities under this constitution, including:

1.3.1. TRTFN Elders Council;

1.3.2. Clan Meetings

1.3.3. Houses;

1.3.4. Joint Meetings of the Crow and Wolf Clans;

1.3.5. Clan Leaders;

1.3.6. Spokesperson;

1.3.7. Clan Directors;

1.3.8. Corporations or other entities owned or controlled by the TRTFN
Governing Bodies;

1.3.9. Officials, servants, agents or employees of any of the above,

1.4. "Agreements" include all agreements negotiated between the TRTFN governing
bodies and other governments, entities, or persons.

1.5. "Clan" indicates the primary social structure of TRTFN which is based upon the
two clans (Crow and Wolf) consisting of one or more Houses.

1.6. "Clan Meeting" is a separate meeting of either the Crow or the Wolf clan
members.

1.7. "Joint Clan Meeting" is a collective meeting of both the Crow and Wolf
members.
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1.8. "Clan member" refers to the citizens of the TRTFN who are members of a
particular Clan and House.

1.9. "Union" refers to martial relationships which are duly recognized and sanctioned
by Tlingit or non-Tlingit laws.

1.10. "Election" is an election at which the Spokesperson and Clan Directors are
elected following the Taku River Tlingit First Nation Custom Election Rules and
Regulations, as adopted by the Clan members at a Joint Clan Meeting.

PART II - FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES

2. Governing Principles

2.1. This TRTFN Constitution Act, 1993, including these governing principles,
represents our paramount laws which apply to all Taku River Tlingits and TRTFN
governing bodies. Therefore, in a Joint Clan Meeting, the Taku River Tlingits
representing the Clans hereby adopt this Constitution.

2.2. These governing principles are written out of respect and trust since we
understand that, today, we must write in order to help other peoples understand
who we are as Tlingit.

2.3. It is the land from which we came that connects all life. Our land is our lifeblood.
Our land looks after us, and we look after our land. Anything that happens to
Tlingit land affects us and our culture.

2.4. As Tlingit, we accept that we are a part of and responsible to our land. Everything
that is a part of the land has life and spirit. Thus, we respect, protect and preserve
all life and land.

2.5. As Tlingit, we do not recognize the borders imposed by any other governments
because we know where we come from and only we can define our Traditional
Territory. We know that we come from this land and we are rooted in this place.
It is this place, our Traditional Territory that makes us Tlingit.

2.6. We are Tlingit because we know that this place, this land, is our Traditional
Territory. We have an eternal spiritual relationship with this land, this place.

2.7. The history of our relationship with the land is sacred and we shall always protect
the spiritual places that help us to be Tlingit. We have no where else to go; THIS
IS OUR HOMELAND!!!
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2.8. Historically, our people have laws and customs through which they successfully
governed our Traditional Territory and protected it for future generations. Now,
we are the caretakers for those yet to come. We are thankful and shall only take
from our Traditional Territory what we need to ensure our well being and self-
determination as Tlingit

2.9. It is our responsibility to pass on healthy land so that the Tlingit remain healthy
and survive forever. Therefore, we have a responsibility to pass Tlingit Laws
which shall protect our Traditional Territory and way of life.

2.10. Each Tlingit is responsible for protecting, preserving, and promoting Tlingit land,
laws, culture and spirituality.

2.11. Our Elders show us that, to live as Tlingit, the life breath of our culture comes
from each of us through our heart, mind, body and spirit. Therefore, as Tlingit,
we have a spiritual, emotional, physical, and intellectual relationship with
ourselves, and all other life.

2.12. Strength and balance in all relationships requires us each to respect, trust, care and
share. As Tlingit, we stand together in a circle and, in this way; we are connected
to each other and all life.

3. Responsibilities of TRTFN Governing Bodies & Protection of TRTFN Aboriginal Rights,
Titles and Interests

3.1. All persons participating in TRTFN Governing Bodies hold their powers and
responsibilities in trust for all generations of the TRTFN. Therefore, they are
accountable to the clan members and are bound by the following:

3.1.1. The Fundamental Principles in Part H, and TRTFN laws;

3.1.2. TRTFN Governing Bodies shall not, directly or indirectly, cede, release,
surrender, extinguish, diminish or waive any of the TRTFN Aboriginal
rights and titles;

3.1.3. TRTFN Governing Bodies shall exercise their powers and responsibilities
in a respectful, fair, non-discriminatory, and non-abusive manner;

3.1.4. All persons fulfilling leadership responsibilities or participating in any
TRTFN Governing Body shall be of a sound and sober mind or involved
in a healing process for those suffering directly or indirectly from abusive
behaviour.
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3.1.5. Subject to foregoing, all powers and authority shall be exercised so as to
recognize and respect the interests of other First Nation citizens, our non-
Tlingit neighbour, and their governments.

PART III - LAW MAKING POWERS & GOVERNING RESPONSIBILITIES

DISTRIBUTION OF LAW MAKING POWERS

4. Joint Clan Meetings

4.1. Both the Crow and Wolf Clans are equally important to our survival as Tlingit.
Therefore, both clans are responsible for participating in the Joint Clan Meetings.

4.2. The primary purpose of the Joint Clan Meetings is to provide both clans with the
opportunity to participate in the TRTFN government process by enacting TRTFN
law and providing direction to the TRTFN Governing Bodies in relation to the
matters in section 9.3.

4.3. In order to ensure that both clans have the opportunity to participate in making
TRTFN laws and in order to ensure that the TRTFN Governing Bodies are bound
by the laws passed and direction given, the Joint Clan Meetings shall be
conducted in accordance with the following procedures. All Joint Clan Meetings
shall:

4.3.1. be convened and chaired by the Spokesperson or his/her delegate
appointed in accordance with section 8.3.3;

4.3.2. be attended by the Clan Leaders;

4.3.3. be open to all clan members who shall sit in their respective Clans and
Houses wearing their blankets and other appropriate clothing;

4.3.4. make decisions by consensus of the Clan members present; such decisions
require the involvement of a minimum often (10) members from each
Clan.

4.3.4.1. If consensus cannot be reached, the Joint Clan Meeting
shall be adjourned and reconvened where a decision will be
made where more than seventy (70) percent of the members
present vote in favour of the decision. Quorum in 4.3.4.
shall apply

4.3.5. Enact TRTFN laws which have been considered within each of the clans;
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4.3.6. Be held a minimum of twice per year during each spring and fall;

4.3.7. Thirty (30) days notice of such meetings shall be provided to all Clan
members.

4.3.7.1. In emergency situations, Joint Clan Meetings may be
conducted and two (2) weeks notice of such meetings shall
be provided to all clan members;

4.3.7.2. Notice of such meetings shall include the nature of the
emergency.

4.4. Decisions of Joint Clan Meetings shall be of no force and effect unless made in
compliance with section 4.3.

4.5. TRTFN Governing Bodies shall act upon the decisions of the Joint Clan Meetings
in relation to the following matters:

4.5.1. Tlingit custom and tradition;

4.5.2. the matters in section 9.3;

4.5.3. TRTFN laws;

4.5.4. the authorization of persons or entities to carry out specific responsibilities
on behalf of the TRTFN Government.

DISTRIBUTION OF GOVERNING RESPONSIBILITIES

5. TRT ELDERS COUNCIL

5.1. All TRTFN Elders are a valuable and respected part of our culture and each Elder
contributes to our survival as Tlingit.

5.2. The primary purpose of the TRTFN Elders Council shall be to ensure the
continuity of Tlingit laws, values, customs and traditions.

5.3. In order to do this, the TRTFN Elders Council shall provide to the TRTFN
Governing Bodies, political or social advice in the best interests of all clan
members.

5.4. The TRTFN Elders Council shall conduct meetings in accordance with the
following procedure in order to ensure that the TRTFN Governing Bodies are
bound to consider their advice. The TRTFN Elders Council meetings shall:




